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	POLITICS

Survey in Latin America: 
President Lagos represents the region’s best model of leader
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President of Chile
Ricardo Lagos 
	The Miami Herald announced that a poll prepared by Zogby International found that President Ricardo Lagos exemplifies the best leadership in the continent. The Chilean president also ranks as the Latin American leader that has the deepest admiration among the region’s elites.
The survey is based on the opinions of 523 business leaders, academics, communicators, and political leaders in Argentina, Brazil, Chile,  Colombia, Mexico, Peru and Venezuela.
Lagos, who is seen as a pragmatic and moderate socialist, obtained 32,1% of approval. He was followed by Lula da Silva, the President of Brazil (18.4%), and the President of Colombia, Alvaro Uribe (11.7%). The list continues with presidents Vicente Fox from México (9%), Néstor Kirchner from Argentina (7%), Hugo Chávez from Venezuela (5%), Fidel Castro from Cuba (3%) and Alejandro Toledo from Peru (1%).
“There’s a new pragmatism here,” said John Zogby, head of Zogby International: “There seems to be a lessening of ideology, based on what appears to be a new continental role model: Chile. Lagos popularity among elites suggests that they recognize the achievements of one of Latin America’s most business-friendly nations.”
Sixty-eight percent among all the elites had a positive opinion of Lagos, a surprising number because Chile contributes a small portion of the sample, Zogby said.
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The Chilean economy grew 6.3% during the first six months of this year. 
 
(Source: Central Bank, Chile.)

 

 
	ECONOMY

Chile Competitive Leadership in Latin America

The World Economic Forum (WEF) has ranked Chile as 23rd in competitiveness, among 117 countries, thus remaining the leader in Latin America. The annual study is undertaken to determine the Competitive Growth Index (CGI), which is based on the technological level of the country, the quality of public institutions, and the macroeconomic conditions
According to the WEF, the distance between Chile and the next Latin American economy has widened from 26 to 31 places, something not seen in any other region of the world. In Latin America, the next ranked countries are Uruguay (54), Mexico (55), El Salvador (56), Colombia (57), Cost Rica (64), and Brazil (65).
In the general ranking, Finland remains the most competitive nation in the world for the third consecutive year, followed by the United States, Sweden, Denmark, Taiwan, and Singapore.
Chile continues to benefit from its exceptionally good macroeconomic management –which according to the report is the best in the world-  and from the solidity of its public institutions. Chile’s levels of transparency and efficiency were considered to be similar to those of the European Union. The efficiency of the financial markets and the advances that Chile has made in the area of health and in the quality of basic education were also highlighted. 
Commenting the WEF report, President Ricardo Lagos said, “We still have very important tasks ahead, but I believe that this index is an element that convinces us of the necessity to continue working in the direction which we have been following.”
Among the pending tasks that Chile has to tackle in order to continue raising its competitiveness, the report stresses the improvement of higher education, better training at work, innovation and greater availability of technology.
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Carlos M. Gutierrez 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Commerce 

 
	Praise from the U.S. Secretary of Commerce for Chile 

 
“Last year Chile grew at 6.1 percent with inflation in check at 2.4 percent. Can you imagine how economic performance like that could transform lives if it could be replicated across Latin America ?” asked Carlos Gutierrez, Secretary of Commerce of the United States , during his speech at the conclusion of the 2005 annual meeting of The Association of the American Chambers of Commerce in Latin America ( AACCLA). 
The conference took place in Washington and was dedicated to analyzing the “Forecast on Latin America and the Carribean.”  
After making references to Canada and Mexico -countries that are linked commercially to the United States through NAFTA- Gutierrez extensively analyzed the Chilean case: 
“Consider the Chilean example. The U.S.-Chile FTA has been a powerful example of trade's power to build ties. It's been good for the United States; we've regained our position as Chile 's number one supplier of goods and services. It's also been good for Chile . U.S. imports from Chile are also up strongly. Our new FTA-driven exports vary from Alaskan coal to California citrus, to services provided by a Tampa-based construction management firm. We're selling twice as many bulldozers.  We're shipping more than five times as many tractors. We're sending twice as much fertilizer and 40 percent more business machines.  Transport vehicle sales are up over 700 percent and passenger vehicle sales are up 75 percent. Take whatever measurement you choose, people in Chile and people in the United States are better off because we are trading freely with one another.  The message is clear: Together, we are stronger.” 
He concluded, “Chile opened its markets, welcomed competition, and it produced the strongest growth record in Latin America . Roughly half the people in Chile lived below the poverty rate in 1987. Following market reforms during the late 1980s and 1990s, that number had fallen to less than 20 percent. We need to expand those opportunities to the poor living throughout Latin America. The way to do it is through greater trade, investment, and economic cooperation.” 
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Ambassador Bianchi and Cristián Muñoz
	WINES

Chilean travels from Santiago to New York to Promote our Wine

Cristián Muñoz traveled 54.400 miles in 77 days, crossing almost the entire continent by motorcycle to promote Carménère wine. Muñoz, a 31 year old Chilean entrepreneur, rode his motorcycle across the Andes, through the Argentine pampas, the Amazon, the rain forests of Central America, the Sonora desert in Mexico, and through 12 states in the United States before his arrival to New York city. 
The road trip, which Muñoz and his business partner Max Morales called “Carménère Adventure 2005-USA”, began in Santiago on July 4th -the United States' Independence Day- and was completed in New York on September 18th –Chile's Independence Day. The Hemispheric voyage sought to raise the international profile of Chile’s Carménère, a red wine variety present only in our country. During his journey, Muñoz traveled with a three-liter bottle of Carménère which was signed by people he met along the road. On his way to New York Muñoz stopped by the Embassy in Washington, where he was received by Ambassador Bianchi who also signed his bottle of Carménère
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Midnight on Adelaide Island 
 
	TOURISM

Do you want to visit Antarctica?

The newest ship outfitted for visits to Antarctica from southern Chile -Antarctic Dream, a de-commissioned Chilean Navy vessel- is scheduled to begin service in early November of this year. The new service, operated by Antarctic Shipping, a Chilean firm with highly regarded sailing experience in the southern oceans, responds to the growing demand for cruise travel to Antarctica from Punta Arenas, the world's closest major city to the alluring the continent. www.antarcticshipping.cl 
Antarctic Shipping joins other Chilean enterprises offering leisure travel opportunities in the daunting waters where the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans meet.
The enterprising Chilean airline, DAP, operates the only commercial aircraft, a 48-passenger de Havilland DHC-7 (Dash-7), to Antarctica for a one-day visit to King George Island off the Antarctic Peninsula from Punta Arenas. www.aeroviasdap.cl
A "fly-sail" itinerary to Antarctica was introduced in late 2003 as Antarctica XXI, an innovative option for visitors to travel by air (with DAP) directly from Punta Arenas to King George Island, with tours along the ice-bound shoreline and a return to Punta Arenas by sea aboard a hardy re-vamped Russian research vessel. The fly-sail itinerary is reversed on alternate dates. www.antarcticaxxi.com
 (Newsletter of the Chilean Promotion Tourism Office. www.visitchile.org)
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	SCHEDULE OCTOBER, 2005
      October 6th: On behalf of the Council of the Americas, Susan Segal and David Rockefeller presented the Gold Insigne award to Ricardo Lagos, President of Chile. New York. 
      October 21 st: “ Endless Painting”, opening exhibit of Chilean artists Andrea Carreño, Paula Dünner, Catalina Prado and Ximena Velasco, inaugurating new Art Gallery at the Embassy of Chile. 1732 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington D.C 20036. 6.30 pm. 
      October 24th: Second meeting of the U.S.-Chile Environment Affairs Council of the Chile-United States Free Trade Agreement. Rodrigo Egaña, Undersecretary of the Ministry of the Secretariat-General of the Chilean Presidency, and Claudia McMurray, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Environmental Affairs in the Bureau of Oceans and International Environment and Scientific Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, will co-chair this session of the Council in Washington, DC. 
      October 26th:  Coco Legrand, Chile’s # 1 Comedian. Lisner Auditorium. 730 21st Street, Washington D.C. 20052. 8.30 pm. Call 202-994-1500. Buy tickets. 
 
      October 28th: Tasting Chile with Daniel Joelson. The author will cook from his book “Tasting Chile: A Celebration of Authentic Chilean Foods and Wines”. Taste why food and wine from South America is one of the best kept secrets out there. Best Cellars Dupont. 1643 Connecticut Ave., NW Washington, DC 20009. 5:30-8pm. Free tasting. 

	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


 

	

Embassy of Chile

1732 Massachusetts Av. Washington DC. NW. 20036 
Contact Press Office (202) 530 4113
We are also on the web www.chile-usa.org


 

To subscribe: Write to newsletter@embassyofchile.org and write SUSBSCRIBE in the subject line.
To unsubscribe: Reply to this email (newsletter@embassyofchile.org) and write UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 
 
