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	CULTURE
Embassy of Chile Opens New Art Gallery
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The artists Ximena Velasco, Andrea Carreño, Ambassador Andrés Bianchi, Paula Dunner, and Catalina Prado.
	The Embassy of Chile inaugurated its new art gallery with a spectacular exhibit, Endless Painting. The masterful show painted by young Chilean artists Andrea Carreño, Paula Dünner, Catalina Prado, and Ximena Velasco presented a large poliptych composed of 120 pieces in the gallery at 1732 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, in Washington, DC.
Ambassador Andrés Bianchi hosted the opening event for the space, which is dedicated to promoting talented Chilean artists in the United States. More than 100 people attended the opening of the gallery.
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A view of the exhibition
The exhibit, a montage assembling 30 works by each artist, is a dialogue in color where four radically different worlds strengthen and enrich one another. As the canvases are hung together on the wall, they accomplish the unsuspected: they work as one whole composed of individual parts, which cling to each other—assembling, procreating and multiplying, then melting into one.
The Artists and Their Paintings
In the show, Andrea Carreño centers upon and reuses reoccurring elements from her major works, such as mosaics and bluish details, and the use of medieval, baroque, and colonial elements, as well as the mixture of black and white with color. Paula Dünner’s miniature work (oil on canvas) focuses on the cells and biological composition, creating an artistic-scientific parody of the microscopic universe. Catalina Prado paints fragments of people and objects and overlaps them to make different scenes. This method results in situations that appear humorously out of context. Finally, Ximena Velasco concentrates on the use of vegetation with totemic insinuations and the strong application of borders and color. In these pieces, Velasco connects vegetation and archeology, giving her work the suggestion of primitive art.
 

	 
	Transfers with Héctor Villarroel
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Red Mountain
	A few weeks later on December 1, Washington art-lovers interested in contemporary South American art came to the Embassy of Chile to inaugurate a second exhibition, Transfers madrid/dc, with paintings by Chilean Hector Villarroel. As he shows his works in a constant tour around the world, Villarroel incorporates elements of his journey into his creations, until the works themselves almost become part of a travel journal. His life and experiences in cities as varied as Brussels, Barcelona, Madrid, Santiago, and New York served as the impetus for Transfers. In his paintings, Villarroel combines expressionistic and geometric abstraction, the two major styles of abstraction in the twentieth century. Extracting the meaning built up in these styles and condensing them on the canvas, he represents the tension between the organic and the man-made in an almost symmetrical configuration.
The artist studied at the University of Chile and received a degree in Fine Arts in 1990. Since that time, he has developed his work in four different locales: Brussels, Barcelona, Buenos Aires and New York.
This exhibit will remain open until February 14, 2006 , Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 5:30 pm.

	 
	

 

	 
	ECONOMY
 

Chile continues drive to conclude new trade agreements
 

China
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Hú Jintao
	Chile and China have successfully ended a year-long negotiation for a free trade agreement (FTA). The presidents of the two nations -Ricardo Lagos and Hu Jintao- signed the accord when they met in November for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Busan, South Korea.
“This is the first free trade agreement signed by China with a LatinAmerican nation. By 2008, we expect to double the volume of trade. China is the fastest growing economy in the world, so we are particularly pleased with the agreement”, said the Chilean Foreign Affairs Minister, Ignacio Walker.
Once the FTA becomes effective in mid 2006, 92% of Chilean exports -presently composed mainly by copper, cellulose, fruit, beef, fish, and wines- will enter China without paying any tariffs.
The FTA is expected to quickly increase bilateral trade between Chile and China, which reached US$6 billion in 2004, with a US$2 billion surplus for Chile. 
Earlier, Chile had already signed free trade agreements with Canadá, México, the European Union, The United States, South Korea, New Zealand, Singapore, and Brunei.
India 
Chile finished as well in November negotiations to have a Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) with India. Once the agreement enters into effect, 98% of Chilean exports and 91% of Indian exports will receive, on average, a 20% tariff reduction. 
Japan
Also during the APEC Summit meeting, President Lagos and Japan Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi announced that Chile and Japan would initiate negotiations for an FTA. For many years, Japan has been Chile’s second longest export market. 
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	BANKING
 

BancoEstado Opens Branch in New York
Banco Estado, the only commercial bank owned by the Chilean government opened an office in New York City. Banco Estado has more than eight million clients in Chile, a country with a population close to 16 million.
The opening ceremony of the New York branch took place on November 3 at the new offices located at 400 Park Avenue on the 22nd floor. 
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Ambassador Andrés Bianchi and Mrs. Lily Bianchi with the chefs that attended “Flavors of Chile.”
	GASTRONOMY AND WINES
 

Ambassador of Chile salutes DC chefs and restaurateurs
Andrés Bianchi, Ambassador of Chile and his wife Lily Urdinola, hosted a reception at their residence on Monday, December 5th saluting chefs and restaurateurs of Washington. “We wanted to hold an event to treat those who are transforming this city, recipe by recipe, into a truly sophisticated center of international cuisine.”, said Ambassador Bianchi.
Since Washington currently has no restaurants offering Chilean cuisine, the Ambassador wanted to introduce leaders in the culinary community to the flavors of Chile. Gus DiMillo and Jeff Tunks of Acadiana/Ceiba/DC Coast and TenPenh; Ellen and Todd Gray of Equinox; Ris Lacoste of 1789 restaurant; Cesare Lanfranconi of Ristorante Tosca and Kaz Okochi of Kaz Sushi Bistro served as co-hosts for the reception. Renowned chefs, restaurateurs, sommeliers, journalists, wine and food critics, gourmet supermarket representatives, and U.S. food and beverage distributors, totaling about 100 people, attended Flavors of Chile yesterday.
For the event, the Embassy flew in one of Chile’s top chefs, Christopher Carpentier, to prepare some of his notable dishes, with a special emphasis on Chilean seafood. Fresh fish, king crab, abalone, are among the country’s acclaimed products. And Chile’s oysters, scallops and blue mussels have been celebrated as some of the best in the world.
Due to special geographical conditions and sophisticated production technologies, Chile has also become renowned for its excellent quality olive oil, which has received three times the “Lion of Gold,” the most important Italian prize for a Master in the Olive Oil Industry. One of Chile’s renowned organic olive oils, Olave, was showcased at the reception. 
Representatives of Veramonte and Morandé wineries presented some of the nation’s most renowned wines, including Chile’s signature wine, Carménère. Among the unique products of Chile, Carménère is winning over wine lovers with its lush, exotic flavors. Once a popular Bordeaux grape, Carménère was wiped out around the world in the late 1870s, except in far away Chile. Today, Chile is leading the world in the revival of this distinctive wine. 
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www.ejercito.cl
	TRENDS
 

Chile and the end of Discrimination
 

The Country Where Women Soldiers Conquer Equality
By Jen Ross
The Christian Science Monitor
SANTIAGO, CHILE – Standing at a bus stop outside Chile’s military academy, Mariela Gomez can scarcely contain her joy. She’ll soon say goodbye to her family and friends who’ve risen early to see her off.
“I’ve dreamed of this for a long time,” says Miss Gomez, sporting simple pearl earrings - the only jewelry allowed women in combat fatigues. “I wanted to do something for my country. When I hear the national anthem, it’s like when you see a guy - I get butterflies. That’s why I’m here.
Moments later, she files aboard a bus with other female conscripts, leaving with a broad smile and a shy wave.
In one of Latin America’s most conservative countries, women are making significant inroads into its most male-dominated institution. The increasing role of women in all levels of Chile’s military is part of a larger societal shift over the past year that includes laws legalizing divorce for the first time, outlawing sexual harassment, and making domestic abuse a crime.
The transformation of the military is championed by Michelle Bachelet, who was the country’s first female defense minister, and is now the front-runner in next month’s presidential elections. Chile’s military reforms are considered by many to be a model in Latin America.
Today, 15 percent of Chile’s soldiers are women - one of the highest participation rates in the world. That compares to about 14.5 in the US active duty forces.
Read the full article at: www.csmonitor.com

	 
	

 

	The Embassy of Chile
 in the United States 
has a new webpage!

Please visit us at
www.chile-usa.org. 
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	DECEMBER SCHEDULE
 

       December 10th: “THE BORDERLAND” (La Frontera), Directed by Ricardo Larraín, in “Cine Chileno: 40 Years of Chilean Cinema”, National Gallery of Art. 4:30 pm. Location and Directions and click here for more information. 
       December 11th: Chilean Presidential and Congressional Elections 
       December 11th: “AMNESIA” directed by Gonzalo Justiniano, in “Cine Chileno: 40 Years of Chilean Cinema”, National Gallery of Art. 4 pm. Followed by “CHILE, OBSTINATE MEMORY” (Chile, Memoria Obstinada) directed by Patricio Guzman. Location and Direction and click here for more information. 
       December 17th: “CORONATION” (Coronación), directed by Silvio Caiozzi, in “Cine Chileno: 40 Years of Chilean Cinema”, National Gallery of Art. 4:30 pm. Location and Directions. For more information click here.
 
       December 18th: “THE SENTIMENTAL TEASER” (El Chacotero Sentimental), directed by Cristián Galaz, in “Cine Chileno: 40 Years of Chilean Cinema”, National Gallery of Art. 4:30 pm. Location and Directions. Click here for more information.
 
       December 31th “MACHUCA,” directed by Andrés Wood, in “Cine Chileno: 40 Years of Chilean Cinema,” National Gallery of Art. 2 pm. Location and Directions. Click here for more information. 
 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 

Embassy of Chile
1732 Massachusetts Av. Washington DC. NW. 20036 
Contact Press Office (202) 530 4113
We are also on the web www.chile-usa.org


To subscribe: Write to newsletter@embassyofchile.org and write SUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
To unsubscribe: Reply to this email (newsletter@embassyofchile.org) and write UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 
 

 

