CONICYT 
THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCIENTIFIC
AND TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH

(http://www.conicyt.cl)

The Comisión Nacional de Investigación Científica y Tecnológica (CONICYT) was created in 1967 as an advisory body to the Government in science and technology (S&T) matters. From its very beginning, CONICYT has focused its actions on the development of Chilean science and technology, in an effort to improve the country’s social and economic conditions. 

ACTION AREAS

· To define science and technology policy; 

· To promote and finance science and technology research programs and projects; 

· To promote international cooperation between Chilean scientists and institutions with their foreign counterparts; 

· To support the training and renewal of human resources; 

· To support the mobility of researchers, and investment in this area; 

· To facilitate access, both to the general public and scientists, to science and technology information; 

· To increase public awareness and understanding of the benefits that accrues to the country as a result of its investment on scientific and technological research. 

Under the current administration, CONICYT is moving from an essentially resource allocation function towards the development of a strong S&T governmental agency playing significant roles on policy development and implementation, including better coordination between elements of the national S&T system.

CONICYT´S EFFORTS ARE FOCUSED ON THE FOLLOWING AREAS
· To promote the creation of a coherent and unified national policy by providing a logical framework leading to the integration and modernization of the S&T national system; 

· To consolidate a common vision on S&T research, that optimizes both the use and distribution of human and economic resources, as well as the infrastructure available within the Government in order to create synergies between the relevant sectors; 

· To make strong support for science and technology research an integral part of the national development goals; 

· To update the overall S&T system, in line with other government modernization efforts, in order to reach the breath and scope required by the country's development efforts; 

· To strengthen and integrate the scientific community throughout the country; 

· To stimulate the development of the nation’s scientific culture; 

· To make the public nationally aware of the importance of S&T research outcomes as vehicles for continuing national development. 

 

DIVERSIFICATION
Throughout its existence, CONICYT has created a number of instruments to develop and strengthen our national science and technology capacity. This diversification has allowed for specialization in distinct areas, to achieve coherent and balanced development in research, science and technology. An annual budget exceeding US$50 million is provided for this purpose.
PROGRAMS AND DEPARTMENTS 
FONDECYT: Fondo Nacional de Desarrollo Científico y Tecnológico (National Fund for Science and Technology Development). The mission of FONDECYT is to promote the development of national science and technology by financing basic research projects and programs across all disciplines. In its 20 years of existence, FONDECYT has become one of the primary instruments for the support of individual and group research initiatives. (http://www.conicyt.cl/fondecyt/)

FONDEF: Fondo de Fomento al Desarrollo Científico y Tecnológico (Fund for Fostering Scientific and Technological Development). FONDEF was created to promote S&T research leading to improve Chile's economic competitiveness, thereby raising the standard of living of the population. It is managed in such a way so as to provide an integrated framework leading to the promotion of exciting initiatives that link industry and R&D institutions and have an impact on national development. (www.fondef.cl) (http://www.fondef.cl/ingles/about.html)  
EXPLORA®: A program contributing to the dissemination and value of S&T developments and achievements. EXPLORA®’s purpose is to foster attitudes of participation and innovation amongst schoolchildren. It emphasizes the importance of science and technology in the cultural and economic development of the country, particularly concentrating on areas where scientific knowledge affects the daily lives of children and of the general public. Starting in 2001, new platforms have been created to allow other members of society to publicize and value science and technology developments.

(http://www.conicyt.cl/explora/)

REGIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM: The purpose of this newly created initiative is to increase the research capacity and training of the scientific workforce in the provinces, to a point of critical mass, by stimulating competence development in certain disciplines or topics of regional and national interest. Consistent with the Government global regionalization policies, the program has worked closely with the Sub-secretary for Regional Development on its implementation. 
As a result of this cooperation, CONICYT and the regional governments have set up a competitive research fund to create Regional Centers for Science and Technology Development. In the medium term years this initiative should become a regular channel for fostering the growth and development of balanced, equitable and sustainable S&T research, carried out in regional universities and private enterprises.

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES TRAINING AND GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS: This new department promotes and provides support for advanced level training, both within the national university system and foreign institutions, in emerging disciplinary areas or those in which the country is weak. For this purpose, the department offers a variety of tools, which lead to the growth of the scientific workforce, vital for the country's development. In addition, the department serves as Technical Secretariat for CONAP, Comisión Nacional de Acreditación de Postgrados (National Commission for Graduate Accreditation), a part of the Education Ministry.

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: The department’s mission is to promote the integration of the national scientific community with its peers across the world and to link the work of CONICYT to that of other institutions, national and international, in the realm of science and technology. It also provides support in the field of international relations to other programs and departments within CONICYT. 

INFORMATION DEPARTMENT: Administers and facilitates access to various programs and databases contributing to the collection and diffusion of scientific and technological information published in Chile, and develops programs which simplify access to the information needed for scientific research.

NEW LINES OF DEVELOPMENT 

CONICYT is placing special emphasis in several specific directions that will ensure the continuation and autonomy of sustainable S&T growth, particularly in light of the government’s goal calling for substantial research and development expenditure increases in the next few years. 

These new lines are:
GOVERNMENT, SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY RELATIONS
CONICYT is committed to a policy aimed at opening new arenas that will place the country at the forefront of contemporary science and technology. To this end, key players at a national level have been brought together to contribute expertise and specialized personnel to the productive manufacturing processes.

An example of this commitment is the Chilean Genome Initiative, which brings together CONICYT, the Ministry of the Economy, the Ministry of Agriculture and CORFO (the Chilean Economic Development Agency). This initiative is one of the technological innovation programs components financed, in part, by a loan from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) via three of its sub-programs: Information Technology; Biotechnology in Forestry; Farming, Aquaculture and Clean Production Technologies. 

The Chilean Genome Initiative (www.genomachile.cl) was created with the aim of systematically and massively involving the country with global developments in genetics and bio-information in areas relevant to the national economy. The initiative consists of two components: the Renewable Natural Resources Genome Program, and the Bio-Mining Program. 

The Renewable Natural Resources Genome Program: (with the participation of CONICYT, CORFO, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of the Economy). The aim of the program is to work on opportunities or problems that have an economic or social impact on the areas of forestry, farming, and aquaculture or other natural resources related areas, by developing knowledge and genomics and bio-information-based technologies. The first request for research proposals will be called this year and will be open to projects in two areas: sanitation, and quality of plant products with high impact on the Chilean economy.
The Bio-Mining Program: Implementation of the first stage of this program has begun with the signature of an agreement involving the Ministry of the Economy, CORFO, CONICYT and CODELCO (the National Copper Corporation). This program will focus on improvements in the process of bacterial leaching in the mining industry, and development of new bio-mining technologies, using genome and bio-information support. For the execution of this program, the Government of Chile has decided to create a consortium of investors, including mining and technology companies, who will contribute resources, skills and ideas for research and development.
HUMAN RESOURCE TRAINING AND GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS

In order to develop the skills needed to provide innovative solutions to the challenges we face in our S&T development, CONICYT expects to improve the quality and breadth of graduate students' education, particularly at the Doctorate level.

To this end, CONCYT is currently implementing the creation of a National Graduate Fellowship System. Administered by CONICYT, this initiative will coordinate various government-sponsored programs, thus allowing for a clearer identification of those fields where quality improvements are needed, whether by providing foreign educational training opportunities or by creating new programs. At the same time, CONICYT´s goal is to increase the annual number of fellowships awarded, so as to be able to fund no less than 80% of the candidates admitted to accredited graduate programs. To achieve this goal, graduate fellowships must increase from 121 (2001) to 350 (2006). 

In addition, a new fellowship program is being developed. This one will allow doctoral and masters level students to supplement their education and training in world-renowned centers of excellence and in areas where local expertise is lacking. Funding for this program come from the IDB loan and will focus on the areas of biotechnology, agriculture, forestry, aquaculture, information and communication technology, and finally clean manufacturing. These are key areas for integration with multilateral overseas trade organizations.

CROSS-SECTOR CO-OPERATION
CONICYT is currently developing a system to facilitate S&T cross-sectorial work to support governmental decision-making processes from a scientific and technological standpoint. This initiative came about as a result of formal agreements involving CONICYT three ministries (Health, Interior, and Telecommunications) and key sectors, such as the armed forces and industry.

In all cases, the aim on the one hand is to integrate the scientific world into the country’s development of public policy and on the other to consolidate CONICYT´s position as a key player in coordinating matters pertaining to science and technology.

· Ministry of the Interior– CONICYT 

Center for Studies on Public Safety
The program for Studies on Public Safety is the result of a joint effort between the Ministry of the Interior and CONICYT, which resulted in a nation-wide competitive request for proposals to create a Centre for Public Safety Studies. The new center was awarded to the University of Chile and includes the participation of the Centre for Public Policy Analysis and the Institute of Political Science at the University of Chile. 
This centre for academic research and teaching has among its objectives the development of democratic and efficient public policies in this area. To this end, it proposes to direct its attention to four main research areas: civil society; police modernization and public management; public media communication; and social intervention methodologies leading to the design of plans, programs and activities, having young people as primary subjects.

Additionally, it is expected that scientific research conducted at the Centre, can help strengthen public action in an area of such high social interest as public safety.

This initiative is part of a broader plan on the part of CONICYT, designed to strengthen and develop social sciences and humanities in Chile, by encouraging studies, funding research projects and training of new researchers on themes of high social relevance.
· CONICYT- Ministry of Health Protocol Agreement 

To promote and foster the health of the population in a satisfactory manner, the Ministry of Health depends largely on planned and organized collaboration between the national and international scientific community so that scientific and technological knowledge can be applied to effective healthcare decisions in an informed and timely manner. The Ministry of Health Ministry and CONICYT recently formalized a joint-cooperation program to fund S&T research and development initiatives in the realm of healthcare.

· The Chilean Army Study and Research Center — CONICYT 

Science and Technology Co-operation Agreement
The agreement establishes a basis for mutual co-operation between both institutions, by pooling together available efforts and resources to increase knowledge and to facilitate S&T research in the national arena.

LATIN AMERICAN INTEGRATION AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
CONICYT has taken up the option of developing S&T integration within Latin America to complement the Chilean government efforts in matters of international cooperation, as is the case with APEC and the European Union.

* * *

FONDECYT: NATIONAL FUND FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT
Background
The National Fund for Scientific and Technological Development (FONDECYT) was created in 1981 by the Ministry of Education and began operations in 1982 under the direction and supervision of CONICYT. 

FONDECYT was created in response to the government’s interest in social and cultural development and the economic productivity growth. Science and technology contribute to that development by creating knowledge and training people with the required skills to sustain such development and, at the same time, by helping higher education institutions to achieve their objectives in research, study and cultural development.

At the beginning of the 1980s, the government introduced the concept of competitive public research funds to allocate its own resources to higher education and to S&T development. FONDECYT was the one of the first of such funds. FONDECYT funds initiatives submitted to annual competitions by individual investigators or research groups based on their intrinsic quality, regardless of institutional origin or field of study.

The initial justifications for FONDECYT’s existence are still relevant, twenty years after its creation. All external evaluations of FONDECYT conclude that it has become one of the most important instruments for national S&T development, not only in terms of the quality of the scientists who have participated, but also for the numerous innovations introduced in the country as a result of the projects that have been financed, and consistency and reliability of the funding decisions.

Every year, FONDECYT evaluates between 1,300 and 1,500 grant proposals. Based on their merits and resources available, about 30% are actually funded. When newly funded proposals are added to on-going projects, the grand total comes up to an annual figure of some 1,100 research projects. Similarly, given that a project involves not only research staff but also technicians, doctoral students, thesis supervisors and foreign post-doctoral researchers; the total number of individuals involved on FONDECYT-related activities exceeds 4,000 individuals per year.

Research proposals are evaluated through peer-review processes, including both national (external to CONICYT and FONDECYT) and international experts on the specific topics addressed. The Superior Councils for Science and Technological Development are responsible for decisions regarding project selection. 

Three external evaluations of the programs’ impacts have been conducted by the Inter-American Development Bank (1997), by the budgetary directorate of the Finance Ministry (1998) and by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) of Canada (1999). These studies concluded that Chile's future scientific and technological development would be unthinkable without a research funding instrument such as FONDECYT.

Diversification of the FONDECYT Program
In two periods of its history, 1989-1991 and 1995-1996, FONDECYT enjoyed significant increases in its funding, which today reaches an annual level of approximately US$ 30 million. Having reached its consolidation in the late 1980s, in the recent past, FONDECYT has diversified its program structure by offering a portfolio of tools and instruments to better address and satisfy the needs of the Chilean research community. The combined activities of the fund take a variety of forms, in order to ensure that everyone’s needs are met; from doctoral students to the work of research groups carrying out large scale programs such as those in the FONDAP Centers of Excellence.

Types of FONDECYT Grants
· Regular Grants: these finance research projects from 1 to 4 years duration, presented by competitive researchers with a demonstrable track record in their respective areas of expertise. 

· Post-doctoral Grants: these are designed to stimulate productivity and scientific independence of researchers who have obtained their doctorate within the three years preceding the grant application. These grants are awarded for a period of one to three years, allowing the recipients to carry out individual, supervised research, with a view to their integration into the national scientific community.

· International Collaboration Grants: these grants contribute to improve the outcomes of projects in the Regular Grants scheme by providing resources towards effective foreign collaboration. The collaboration must make a significant contribution to the execution of the project and must include the active participation of foreign researchers and/or access to research infrastructure locally unavailable.

· Complementary Research Lines Grants: their objective is to allow productive groups of researchers, working on related fields, to join forces and work together to address large-scale problems.

By requiring that the members of a research group belong to the same institution, this program is able to act as a catalyst for institutional specialization in areas where common equipment or laboratories can be shared.

Fund for Advanced Research in Priority Areas (FONDAP Centers of Excellence): Created in 1997, this fund aims to promote work of researchers in disciplines where the national community has reached a high level of development and has a significant number of highly productive researchers.

These centers are organized within an institution with demonstrated experience in scientific research and a strong commitment towards graduate education, at the doctoral level, in a given disciplinary area.

This instrument allows the institutions hosting such researchers to coordinate their efforts and receive support for advancement in specific scientific areas. These institutions must have active doctorate programs accredited by CONICYT and can be universities, institutes or independent academic research centers.

Some of the FONDAP Centers of Excellence are the Centre of Applied Mathematics for Information and Modeling (University of Chile), the Centre for Cellular Regulation and Pathology (Pontifical Catholic University of Chile) and the Centre for Advanced Interdisciplinary Research in Material Sciences (University of Chile).

The Impact of FONDECYT
There are multiple outcomes as the result of a country's investment on research and development activities. In the case of FONDEYT, we distinguish four primary impacts:
· Creation and dissemination of new knowledge: The publication of research findings contributes to the scientific-technological, cultural and economic development of the country. In terms of qualitative and quantitative indicators, FONDECYT has made a significant contribution to Chile’s integration into the global scientific community. The projects that are supported each year result in around 500-700 publications in international scientific journals. By the same token, these publications capture approximately 68% of the citations to articles originated from Chile. 

· Training researchers and professionals in scientific methods: Since its creation, FONDECYT has contributed to the education of undergraduate and graduate students in Chilean universities, by providing opportunities to carry out thesis work leading to professional qualifications and academic degrees. For each funded project, at least one thesis is produced. 

· Improvement of physical infrastructure for research work: In the majority of the national universities and research centers, capital grants are awarded for the acquisition, renewal and upkeep of research laboratories. 

· Development of new procedures and products: Although FONDECYT does not directly stimulate the process of inventing products or processes, the results of many financed projects have been used for this end. 

For more information: http://www.conicyt.cl/fondecyt/
 

FONDEF: FUND FOR FOSTERING SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT
For every project supported by the Fund for Fostering Scientific and Technological Development (FONDEF), the results obtained have been applied in at least two Chilean companies. Furthermore, the results of some 40% of these projects have been applied in a foreign company.

Approximately 14% of the projects funded by FONDEF have led to the creation of new companies, and 22% to the development of new business units within existing companies.
Some 150 projects financed by FONDEF have created 160 new lines of research and have reinforced 218 existing areas. This has given rise to the development of essential science and technology skills, resulting in technological innovation of high socioeconomic impact. 

These figures are not accidental. They are the results of FONDEF’s work promoting scientific and technological activities in order to make effective contributions to improve Chile’s competitiveness in world markets, thus helping raise the standard of living of the population.

Since its creation (1993), FONDEF has been run on a management model based on three fundamental pillars:

· The motivation of key personnel; 

· The execution of high economic impact projects; 

· The generation of socioeconomic value. 

The application of this management model has led FONDEF to transfer technological innovations to new products, services or productive processes, thus adding value to our products. This is attained by encouraging companies to generate wealth according to objective and rigorous research standards.

FONDEF funds and encourages research leading to efficient ventures and communication levels between businesses, technology centers and universities. This strategy has proven to benefit all parties involved, and the country as a whole, by attracting significant levels of both domestic and foreign investments. FONDEF can be considered to be the first national effort in this regard. 

Priority Areas
FONDEF finances projects in many areas of the economy. These areas are those wherein the promotion of better scientific and technological development has been deemed likely to have a relevant socioeconomic impact:

· Farming 

· Forestry 

· Mining 

· Fishing and Aquaculture 

· Water and Energy 

· Manufacturing (Industry) 

· Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) 

· Health 

· Education 

· Infrastructure 

There exist at least two types of projects financed from programs for Research and Development and for Technology Transfer. Funding is allocated through public annual competitions.

As prescribed by competition announcements, FONDEF funds up to 60% of the total project cost. The universities, or R&D institutions, carry out the formulation, execution and management of the projects, and must contribute at least 20% of the total cost. Since projects must also include the participation of other entities or businesses that contribute to their social and economic impact, the expectation is that they will provide the remainder of the projects cost.

As already mentioned, the most distinctive characteristic of FONDEF’s mission is the stimulation of links between R&D institutions and the business sector, allowing both sides to complement each other, establish trustful mutual relations, to share the costs and benefits of the investment, and the creation of synergies at the national and international level, makes it a truly innovative instrument.

Impact
The results of the FONDEF programs and projects have had a significant impact on the community and the country as a whole. Universities and other participating institutions have grown in their ability to organize and manage complex projects; in establishing and strengthening linkages between business and other institutions; and in the ability to carry out technology transfer.

In addition, institutions have been able implement their research facilities with state of the art equipment and infrastructure, thus allowing them to work with greater efficiency and resolution in their chosen fields. 

As reflected by the findings of a FONDEF survey including participating researchers, businesses and institutions representatives, FONDEF projects: improved the institution capabilities to conduct research and development (86%); increased institutional prestige and credibility (78%); facilitated access to technologies, information and patents (33%) and broadened the professional perspectives of researchers (29%).

There is also an important impact at regional and national level; for example, in the most recent competitions for R&D projects a majority of the funds were allocated to the regions, in recognition of the greater quantity and quality of regional applications. Thus the process of decentralization of R&D activity is indirectly supported and strengthened by a growing development of skills to solve national scope problems.

For more information: http://www.fondef.cl
THE EXPLORA® PROGRAM AT CONICYT:
A Platform for Science and Technology Experiences
EXPLORA®, created in 1995, has established itself as a national program for the dissemination and valuing of science and technology achievements. It is notable for being a systematic nation-wide program, which contributes to science and technology education outside of the classroom, and for enjoying strong support and recognition from the education, scientific and cultural community.

It is presented as a realm of opportunity, by promoting the development of innovative and interactive activities for schoolchildren (Primary and Secondary levels), with priority given to those that bring science and technology closer to the daily lives of the pupils.

Starting in 2001, new spheres of activity have been opened up, by allowing other members of society to disseminate and value the development of science and technology, and which complement EXPLORA®’s existing achievements.

EXPLORA® Program Orientations
· Promotes dialogue between the scientific and technological community and the education sector, particularly at school level, by means of activities that contribute to develop scientific and technological literacy on the general public, this being understood not only as developing an understanding but, more importantly, to appropriately use such knowledge. 

· Favors and motivates student participation in science and technology activities by offering a nationwide array of modalities, methods and platforms not traditionally connected to the formal school curriculum. 

· Systematically and increasingly gives voice to key players from Chilean society and from abroad: including the science and technology community, public and private entities, manufacturing and service industries, teachers, pupils, parents and guardians and the general public. 

· Includes, from its beginnings, the science and technology community, whose input not only legitimizes and validates the Program, but adds a high level of scientific rigor to the actions it undertakes and implements. The sustained commitment of researchers is the fundamental pillar in the growing impact of EXPLORA®. 

 Instruments, Strategic Actions, Promotion and Dissemination
· Annual grants: Financing of high impact and high quality initiatives
Every year, public and private not-for-profit institutions are invited to submit proposals to the three national competitions for the dissemination and valuing of science and technology that the program presently supports; namely Projects, Events and EXPLORA® Clubs.

The principal objective of the proposals is to bring science and technology closer to the classroom/school environment using support from higher education institutions, schools, foundations or corporations. These initiatives depend on an active and sustained commitment from the science and technology community, from teachers, and through their combined efforts, the children and young people become the principal players.

Today, these competitions have become one of the driving forces through which EXPLORA® carries out its activities. The extracurricular nature of the activities and the inclusion of diverse areas of knowledge bring interdisciplinary features to the projects that are implemented, opening up venues for the inclusion of the humanities and the arts.

· National Science and Technology Week: A nationwide event
This annual event is the one activity that most powerfully demonstrates the active participation of all the regions in the dissemination of science and technology.

Each year, this week is celebrated around a core theme. The Metropolitan as well as Chile’s 12 other Regions create and organize their own activities, according to their own interests and cultural background. The mobilization of the academic, industrial and educational communities, centered on a common objective, is one of the greatest riches of an event of this magnitude. Thanks to these interactions, we have discovered that the best way of disseminating science is to combine it with other cultural manifestations so that the communities, particularly the schoolchildren, feel a sense of ownership.

Some of the initiatives that are carried out in this context are the motivational design and invention competitions; "A Thousand Scientists, a Thousand Schools"; Open Laboratories, Conversations with Scientists; Science Day in My School; discovery through exhibitions, festivals and workshops, and many others.

· Traveling interactive exhibitions: A Science and Technology journey to the Regions.
One of the challenges facing EXPLORA® was to bring scientific exhibitions and demonstrations to some of the most remote towns in the country. Thousands of children have benefited from this venture, by being able to interact with, observe and handle objects, which allow them to transform and understand reality, through active participation. 

The stopping points of this long journey are many, and the Program aims to visit as many places as possible so that children can experience the basic tenets of the sciences from a stimulating and provocative viewpoint. In 2001, this exhibit visited as many as five different cities and town along Chile.

The exhibitions have covered the theme of mathematics, relating it to various real life situations, such as games of chance, natural phenomena, and the wonders of the human being. The students can touch and move the exhibits so that they can discover for themselves the concepts presented in each display, under the supervision of specially trained assistants who can guide them through the wonderful world of chance and mathematics.

· EXPLORA®’s National Youth Science Conference: A meeting place for young researchers
This is a significant annual event open to Primary and Secondary schoolchildren. It brings together pupils from across the country to present the outcomes of their own research, to share discoveries and to relate their experiences. Approximately 35 projects were presented at the 2001 version of the event.

The objective of this event is to encourage pupils to take a deep and active part in the dissemination and valuing of science and its technological applications by reporting their own classroom activities. This allows them to channel their scientific skills and their concerns into an organized framework, with the constant support of the scientific academic community.

Children’s research, as a general rule, tends to focus on problems and themes related to the natural and cultural heritage of their regions, and show their desire to better conserve and understand the riches of their environment. Pupils normally incorporate multimedia technology into their presentations. At the closing ceremony of the conference, the "EXPLORA® Prize for School Science Research" is awarded to the best pieces of written work, at both primary and secondary level. This prize emphasizes the high value that scientists place on writing up one’s research (the moment when the community receives the fruits of solid scientific labor) and motivates students to follow up their interests in the area chosen. This is something that Program values as particularly relevant and noteworthy.

· Communication Tools: Channeling Science and Technology Information
Initiatives developed by the EXPLORA® Program have a multiplier effect as a result of including dissemination of scientific and technological knowledge as a tool to enhance its value. The extent to which activities are publicized on a timely manner is a good predictor of their success and impact. 

In order to inform the public and stimulate interest in scientific matters via appropriate and wide-reaching channels, the Program has created several communication tools, including a website, the magazine "EXPLORA® y Diviértete" ("Explore & Enjoy"), the EXPLORA® video library, and an activity book distributed during National Science and Technology Week.

The EXPLORA®Website, a place for interactive communication, offers visitors the use of educational materials and multimedia tools, many of them produced as a result of projects financed by the Program. Its importance, within the area of education, stems from its ease of access and use from universities and educational establishments; key audiences for the program’s activities.

The Magazine is an informative publication, aimed principally at teachers. Its content includes scientific topics, syllabi, competitions and other means of participation such as seminars, congresses, knowledge Olympiads, exhibitions and scientific festivals and other events put on by EXPLORA®, as well as reports on the Projects progress, Events and Clubs.

The EXPLORA® Video library is offered to educational establishments as a pedagogical tool for teachers working on science and technology topics. Most of the videos are documentaries, developing the subjects and demonstrating experiments. Some of them include printed study guides for use with pupils.

The Activity Book is produced annually, during National Science Week, with the assistance of the scientific community and provides an array of easy-to-do activities related to the week’s core theme. 

New Lines of Action
To broaden EXPLORA®’s public objective, new work areas have been initiated

· EXPLORA® Program: Science and Society 

CONICYT, with assistance of the EXPLORA® program, has put in place the initiative "Science and Society". This initiative is opening a new dialogue in light of world globalization, emerging ethical and social issues, concepts and ideas. There are two main components: 

Science and Society Conversations: These promote dialogue between well known figures from science, technology and culture who, through their own personal views, expound new perspectives on current global issues.

Recognition of Science and Society: Created to honor scientists and technologists whose excellence in research, work in training new generations of scientists and wide understanding have made a significant impact on all levels of society.

· EXPLORA® Program: Woman, Man and Science 

There is a worldwide and growing interest in examining women’s participation in science and technology fields. Their low representation in the scientific and technological community, from the graduate level onwards, and in top academic and decision making positions has incited CONICYT to look at these questions and incorporate them into a new cross-functional line of enquiry.

What does the future hold for the EXPLORA® Program?
The high impact achieved by the program so far moves EXPLORA® to pursue ever more ambitious challenges for the future; among these are to widen its geographic coverage and the involvement of more sectors of society. Naturally, this must be accompanied by an increase and diversification in EXPLORA®’s offerings.

Current participation figures from the educational world tell us that EXPLORA®, through its actions, is responding to a real need for public understanding and community evaluation of scientific progress. Its goal is to achieve greater levels of involvement on the part of schoolchildren, so that for each one of them, the Program becomes the key source for extracurricular science and technology education. This means that every pupil should participate at least once in one of its many offerings. However, this growth as well as the inclusion of new segments of the population should be accompanied by periods of reflection so that CONICYT continues to play a role in the construction of a more knowledgeable, thoughtful and united society.

For more information:  http://www.conicyt.cl/explorauno/explora.html 
